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This guide is part of ‘All Our Health’, a resource which helps health professionals prevent ill health
and promote wellbeing as part of their everyday practice. The information below will help front-line
health and care professionals use their trusted relationships with patients, families and communities
to improve their mental health and wellbeing.

We also recommend important actions that managers and staff holding strategic roles can take.

View the full range of All Our Health topics (https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/all-our-health-
personalised-care-and-population-health).

What are County Lines?

The UK government (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-
vulnerable-adults-county-lines/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerable-adults-county-lines) defines
County Lines as:

A term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting
illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile
phone lines or other form of ‘deal line’.

They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and store the drugs and
money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence)
and weapons.

County Lines exist throughout the UK (Figure 1). It is against the law and a form of child abuse.

County Lines gangs are highly organised criminal networks that use sophisticated, frequently
evolving techniques to groom young people and evade capture by the police.

Perpetrators use children and young people to maximise profits and distance themselves from the
criminal act of physically dealing drugs (National Crime agency, 2018). Young people do the majority
of the work and take the most risk.

Dedicated mobile phone lines or ‘deal lines’ are used to help facilitate County Lines drug deals.
Phones are usually cheap, disposable and old-fashioned, because they are changed frequently to
avoid detection by the police.

Gangs use the phones to receive orders and contact young people to instruct them where to deliver
drugs. This may be to a local dealer or drug user, or a dealer or drug user in another county.

Why focus on County Lines in your professional practice?

Preventing exploitation and protecting vulnerable children is an important public health issue.

Child criminal exploitation
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/serio
us-violence-strategy.pdf) is a type of child abuse where children are manipulated and coerced into
committing crimes. Criminal exploitation takes many forms. County Lines exploitation, which relates
to the supply and movement of drugs, is one of the most recognised.

Health professionals have a role to raise awareness of and identify the risk and protective factors for
exploitation throughout a child or adolescent’s development and where necessary intervene to
prevent children becoming more vulnerable by reducing risk factors and enhancing protective factors.

‘Children’ is used throughout this document to refer to all children and young people under 18 years.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/all-our-health-personalised-care-and-population-health
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerable-adults-county-lines/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerable-adults-county-lines
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/serious-violence-strategy.pdf
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Figure 1: County Lines drug supply routes
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8829
53/Review_of_Drugs_Evidence_Pack.pdf)

County Lines is financially motivated (National Crime Agency, 2019)

County Lines:

1,000 different County Lines operating
majority originating from London, West Midlands and Merseyside

Profit per line (annually):

over £800,000

Overall profit (annually):

over £800,000,000

County Lines incorporates multiple forms of exploitation including coercion, trafficking, child sexual
exploitation, gun and knife crime.

Young people involved in County Lines are victims of criminal exploitation and adult gang members
can be prosecuted under the Modern Slavery Act 2015
(https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/30/contents/enacted).

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/882953/Review_of_Drugs_Evidence_Pack.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/30/contents/enacted
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It is important to recognise the young person as a victim of criminal exploitation even when it
appears consensual.

How County Lines work

County Lines operations have evolved and become more sophisticated over time in response to local
policing and safeguarding practices.

This has significantly increased the risk of recruitment and exploitation for growing numbers of looked
after children who are placed away from their home area or in unregistered, unregulated settings.

Perpetrators may:

target children and young people of any background, gender or ethnicity, in a range of settings
use social media to make initial contact with children
control and coerce through drug debts, grooming and coercion

County Lines involve multiple activities, as shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Flowchart showing how County Lines operations work

identify the market for drugs in a town
identify vulnerable young people for exploitation
groom and recruit to a county line
identify addresses/cuckoo†
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set up drug line to supply drugs
transport drugs, cash, people
ongoing exploitation
violence and tension with rival networks
arrest of those involved

† Cuckoo refers to a drug dealer taking over the home of vulnerable person to use as base to sell or
manufacture drugs.

Key data

The exact numbers of children affected by County Lines is unknown as there is currently no
systematic data collection (Maxwell et al, 2019 (https://cascadewales.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/3/2020/11/A-systematic-map-and-synthesis-review-of-Child-Criminal-Exploitation-October-
2019-1.pdf)).

An estimated 27,000 children in England identified as a gang member (Children’s Commissioner,
2019 (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-
statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-septemberhttp:/www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/02/CCO-Gangs.pdf)).

Ninety-one percent of those involved in County Lines are male, however females are
underrepresented in the data. Females involvement is less likely to be discovered by services, but we
know it does happen, and they may be asked to carry drugs and weapons because they are less
likely to be suspected than males (National Crime Agency, 2019
(https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/257-county-lines-drug-supply-vulnerability-
and-harm-2018/file)). Both females and males may be subject to sexual exploitation linked to County
Lines.

Children aged 15 to 17 years are those most commonly identified as victims of County Lines
exploitation, although those younger and older are also at risk of exploitation (National Crime Agency,
2019 (https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/257-county-lines-drug-supply-vulnerability-
and-harm-2018/file)).

During COVID-19, criminal gangs have dressed children as keyworkers (for example, Deliveroo
workers) to deliver drugs (Children’s Society, 2020 (https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-
do/blogs/how-county-lines-grooming-growing)).

Impact of COVID-19

COVID-19 restrictions hamper the ability of front-line agencies to risk-assess for child exploitation
and exacerbate the potential for County Line harm to remain hidden (University of Nottingham, 2020
(https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-
briefings/2020/november/briefing-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-child-criminal-exploitation.pdf)).

The National County Lines Coordination Centre has seen a 33% rise in cuckooed addresses due to
hotels and other commercial and private rental accommodation closing during this period.

What are the health and wider impacts of County Lines exploitation?

In the absence of a legal definition, and limited guidance or awareness of County Lines, children may
be seen as criminals rather than victims (Children’s Society, 2018
(https://csepoliceandprevention.org.uk/sites/default/files/Exploitation%20Toolkit.pdf)).

https://cascadewales.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/11/A-systematic-map-and-synthesis-review-of-Child-Criminal-Exploitation-October-2019-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-septemberhttp:/www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CCO-Gangs.pdf
https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/257-county-lines-drug-supply-vulnerability-and-harm-2018/file
https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/257-county-lines-drug-supply-vulnerability-and-harm-2018/file
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/how-county-lines-grooming-growing
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-briefings/2020/november/briefing-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-child-criminal-exploitation.pdf
https://csepoliceandprevention.org.uk/sites/default/files/Exploitation%20Toolkit.pdf
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It is the important that the safeguarding needs of children exploited through County Lines are not
overlooked.

County Lines is associated with (Children’s Society, 2018
(https://csepoliceandprevention.org.uk/sites/default/files/Exploitation%20Toolkit.pdf)):

physical and sexual violence and abuse, causing physical injuries and emotional harm
emotional abuse and isolation from peers or social networks, which can lead to self-harm and
significant decline in the child’s emotional wellbeing
negative impact on child’s future outcomes and achievements resulting from persistently missing
school in order to undertake criminal activities or spending less time studying at home
being exposed to 4 or more Adverse Childhood Experiences, leading to increased likelihood of
engaging in risky behaviours – for example, high-risk drinking, underage sex and teenage
pregnancy, smoking tobacco and cannabis, using heroin or crack cocaine, being a victim of or
committing a violent act (Hughes et al, 2017
(https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30118-4/fulltext))
poor mental health and self-harm; Children’s Commissioner (2019)
(https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CCO-Gangs.pdf) found gang
associated children were 77% more likely to have an identified mental health need than other
children assessed by children’s services – and twice as likely to have a history of self-harm
victims of County Lines exploitation can also be subject to the practice of ‘plugging’, where
drugs are concealed anally or vaginally for transportation
potential harms to families of children involved in County Lines – for example, being forced to
settle debts
different forms of vulnerability often overlap, and young people subjected to County Lines
exploitation may be subject to sexual exploitation and other forms of criminal exploitation, such
as committing theft or violence
victims of County Lines may also be victims of modern slavery

Modern slavery

Modern slavery involves human trafficking and forced labour. The National Referral Mechanism
(NRM) is a framework for identifying and referring potential victims of modern slavery and ensuring
they receive the appropriate support. Raising concerns via NRM (Figure 3) requires collaboration
with supporting statutory services prior to its submission to the Single Competent Authority.

Figure 3: Raising concerns schematic outline
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8633
23/HOCountyLinesGuidance_-_Sept2018.pdf) Home Office County Lines guidance (2018)

https://csepoliceandprevention.org.uk/sites/default/files/Exploitation%20Toolkit.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30118-4/fulltext
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CCO-Gangs.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/863323/HOCountyLinesGuidance_-_Sept2018.pdf
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County Lines has contributed to:

807% increase in children referred for support by councils in relation to modern slavery
(Children’s Society, 2020 (https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/how-county-lines-
grooming-growing))
401 NRM referrals flagged as County Lines in quarter 3 of 2020, accounting for 16% of all
referrals with the majority (82%) for male children (Home Office, 2020
(https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-
statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-september))

Figure 4: NRM referrals flagged as county lines
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-
notify-statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-september/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-
duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-september), by age group at exploitation and
gender

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/how-county-lines-grooming-growing
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-september
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-september/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-quarter-3-2020-july-to-september
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Risk and protective factors

Risk and protective factors may be found at an individual, family or environment level and can
change over time depending on factors such as age (Figure 5). These factors are at the core of
prevention strategies.

Figure 5: A summary of risk and protective factors
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8282
28/CAPRICORN_resource.pdf), Public Health England, 2019

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828228/CAPRICORN_resource.pdf
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Resilience is the capacity to bounce back from adversity. Protective factors increase resilience,
whereas risk factors increase vulnerability.

Resilient individuals, families and communities are more able to deal with difficulties and adversities
than those with less resilience. It is important that resilience is strengthened at both an individual and
a societal level.

Indicators of County Lines exploitation

A child’s involvement in County Lines activity often leaves signs that could alert professionals (Home
Office, 2018 (https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/county-lines-criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-
vulnerable-adults))

Figure 6: Home Office graphic showing the kind of signals that may be shown by someone
involved in County Lines activity

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/county-lines-criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerable-adults


08/09/2021 County Lines exploitation: applying All Our Health - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/county-lines-exploitation-applying-all-our-health/county-lines-exploitation-applying-all-our-health 11/18

Core principles for health and care professionals

Healthcare professionals and the wider public health workforce should:

follow local safeguarding policy
take a public-health approach
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828228/
CAPRICORN_resource.pdf) – identify risk and protective factors for preventing County Lines
exploitation, starting before birth and identifying points along the child’s development where a
child may be more vulnerable and there may be opportunities to intervene to reduce risk factors
and enhance protective factors
use a whole-family approach to address need, recognising that young people are influenced by
a range of environments and people outside of their family, including school and other
educational establishments, peer groups, the wider community and, or online
understand young people have been exploited and are victims, not criminals, using non-
judgemental language that reflects this
adopt a rights-based approach (United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child, 1989
(http://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf)) to protect
children from exploitation (article 19, 33, 35, 36)

Article 19 Article 33 Article 35 Article 36

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828228/CAPRICORN_resource.pdf
http://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf
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Article 19 Article 33 Article 35 Article 36

Protection from violence,
abuse and neglect

Protection from
drug abuse

Protection from abduction,
sale and trafficking

Protection from any other
form of exploitation

work in collaboration with partners, including families, schools, public health nurses, police,
education, youth service and children’s social care, to safeguard and promote the wellbeing of
children and young people
be aware of the services and specialist provision available locally and nationally to prevent,
support and address County Lines exploitation, including:

local safeguarding leads
specialist officers within the Regional Organised Crime Unit (ROCU)
National County Lines Coordination Centre

Taking action

If you’re a front-line health and care professional

When supporting access and engagement, you should:

identify children most at risk and those already exhibiting signs of involvement with County Lines
assist young people to gain early help and advice, including adoption of You’re Welcome quality
criteria
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/216350/
dh_127632.pdf)
ensure young people know how to access help and what help to expect via face-to-face or
digital contacts
be aware of organisations offering specialist support to children who are victims of County Lines
exploitation
build positive relationships with young people and families, listen to what they say, show interest
and be professionally curious and non-judgmental, while clearly explaining confidentiality and
the need to share information if young people are at risk of harm

For safeguarding and collaboration, you should:

follow local protocol to undertake holistic assessment using a conceptual model such as the
Assessment Framework
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/
Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf), enabling the voice of the child
follow child safeguarding
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/
Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf) processes – where there are
concerns that a young person is involved in County Lines and a victim of human trafficking, by:

making a referral to children’s social care
reporting to police

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/216350/dh_127632.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
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supportings completion of National Referral Mechanism
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-
forms/guidance-on-the-national-referral-mechanism-for-potential-adult-victims-of-modern-slavery-
england-and-
wales#:~:text=1.-,What%20the%20National%20Referral%20Mechanism%20is,involve%20multiple%2
0forms%20of%20exploitation), clearly evidencing concerns with factual information

work collaboratively, communicate effectively and share information appropriately
act as an advocate for young people where other professionals may be judgmental or reject the
need for a child protection response
explain what is happening to the young people and keep them updated

When building resilience and supporting mental health, you should:

help young people understand and recognise the signs of peer pressure, bullying, abuse and
coercive relationships, and supporting schools in delivery of Relationships and Sex Education
(RSE)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/908013/
Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf)
focus on young people’s strengths and future when working with them
where appropriate support them to access life and social skills development programmes
raise awareness of the dangers of social media, and its use in reaching out and grooming young
people

If you’re a team leader or manager

You should:

use the local needs assessment to develop service delivery and build relationships across the
health, social care, education and criminal justice system
evaluate local delivery and provide feedback to support learning and improvements to all
stakeholders
make sure your team has access to:

the latest guidance and evidence for identifying and supporting young people at risk of
exploitation through County Lines
learning and development opportunities for recognising signs of County Lines exploitation,
how to escalate concerns, safeguarding, effective multidisciplinary working and information
sharing
regular safeguarding supervision

If you’re a senior or strategic leader

You should:

work with local partners to identify and prevent County Lines exploitation including but not
limited to:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms/guidance-on-the-national-referral-mechanism-for-potential-adult-victims-of-modern-slavery-england-and-wales#:~:text=1.-,What%20the%20National%20Referral%20Mechanism%20is,involve%20multiple%20forms%20of%20exploitation
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/908013/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
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public health teams
education
health and social care commissioners and providers
youth offending teams
police
third-sector partners
local, multi-agency Violence Reduction Units

create a shared understanding of the vulnerabilities
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vulnerability-in-childhood-a-public-health-informed-approach),
and the risk (https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/indicator-
list/view/Kixgzost0G#page/0/gid/1/pat/6/par/E12000006/ati/102/are/E06000032) and protective
(https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/indicator-list/view/pgWTf82B0m) factors at a local level
(https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-profiles/data#page/13)
establish strong multi-agency governance arrangements that make sure a holistic approach to
support children and young people at risk of exploitation is taken at a local level and that there
are clear pathways and referral mechanisms to access support – such as Multi-Agency Child
Exploitation (MACE) or contextual safeguarding protocols
use the understanding of local needs to target resources to provide prevention and early
intervention to reduce risk for children vulnerable to grooming and exploitation
represent and promote children’s rights in all policies

Understanding local needs

A good understanding of needs and assets within the local area, drawing on Joint Strategic Needs
Assessment (JSNA), Child Health Profiles (https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-
profiles/supporting-information/overview-of-child-health), Public Health Outcomes Framework
(https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/public-health-outcomes-framework), School Absence Statistics
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-pupil-absence) and local intelligence, is important to
developing responses and identifying who might benefit from these approaches. Health professionals
are in a good position to engage with their communities and other stakeholders to learn about what is
happening locally and develop good knowledge of local services and other community assets.

Specific data sets relating to risk (https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/indicator-
list/view/Kixgzost0G#page/0/gid/1/pat/6/par/E12000006/ati/102/are/E06000032) and protective
(https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/indicator-list/view/pgWTf82B0m) factors and outcomes
(https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/indicator-
list/view/VwUaeFr2Ee#page/0/gid/1/pat/6/par/E12000006/ati/102/are/E06000032) are available on Fingertips.

Measuring impact

As a healthcare professional, there are a range of reasons why it makes sense to measure your
impact and show the value of your contribution. This could be about sharing what has worked well to
benefit local people and your colleagues, or to help you with your professional development.

The Introduction to evaluation (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-in-health-and-well-
being-overview/introduction-to-evaluation) provides a helpful overview of what evaluation is, when it
should be undertaken and different types of evaluation.
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https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/indicator-list/view/pgWTf82B0m
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There are a number of indicators in the Child health profiles (https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-
health-profiles/supporting-information/overview-of-child-health) and Public health Outcomes Framework
(https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/public-health-outcomes-framework) related to County Lines exploitation,
including:

16 to 17 year olds not in education, employment or training (NEET)
school absence and exclusion
first time entrants to the youth justice system
children in low income households
children in care
emotional wellbeing of children in care
substance and drug misuse
children with social, emotional and mental health needs
violent crime (including sexual violence)

Further reading, resources and good practice

Contextual Safeguarding Network: Contextual Safeguarding and County Lines
(https://contextualsafeguarding.org.uk/contextual-safeguarding-and-county-lines/) (2019)

County Lines Knowledge Hub site (https://knowledgehub.group/web), created for UK policing and its
public and select private sector partners

Department for Education: Keeping Children Safe In Education: statutory guidance for schools and
colleges
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912592/Keep
ing_children_safe_in_education_Sep_2020.pdf) (2020)

E-learning for Healthcare: Child Sexual Abuse Awareness (https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/seen-heard-e-
learning-child-sexual-abuse-awareness/) and Child Sexual Exploitation (https://www.e-
lfh.org.uk/programmes/child-sexual-exploitation/)

HM Government:

Tackling sexual abuse strategy 2021
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/954676/
6.6378_HO_SOC_CSA_Report_Final_Web_3_.pdf) (2021)
Working Together to Safeguard Children
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/
Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf) (2018)
Serious Violence Strategy
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/
serious-violence-strategy.pdf) (2018)

Home Office:

National Referral Mechanism statistics (https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-referral-
mechanism-statistics) (2020)

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-profiles/supporting-information/overview-of-child-health
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/public-health-outcomes-framework
https://contextualsafeguarding.org.uk/contextual-safeguarding-and-county-lines/
https://knowledgehub.group/web
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912592/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_Sep_2020.pdf
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/seen-heard-e-learning-child-sexual-abuse-awareness/
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/child-sexual-exploitation/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/954676/6.6378_HO_SOC_CSA_Report_Final_Web_3_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
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Child Exploitation Disruption Toolkit
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/794554/
6.5120_Child_exploitation_disruption_toolkit.pdf)
An analysis of indicators of serious violence Findings from the Millennium Cohort Study and the
Environmental Risk (E-Risk) Longitudinal Twin Study Research Report 110
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/819840/
analysis-of-indicators-of-serious-violence-horr110.pdf) (2019)
Modern Slavery guidance (https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/modern-slavery) (2020)
County Lines Guidance
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/863323/
HOCountyLinesGuidance_-_Sept2018.pdf) (2018)

HMICFRS: ‘Both sides of the coin’ County Lines review
(https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/both-sides-of-the-coin-county-lines/) (2020)

National Child Safeguarding Review Panel: Safeguarding children at risk from criminal exploitation
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-at-risk-from-criminal-exploitation) (2020)

National County Lines Coordination Centre:

National Referral Mechanism video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
app=desktop&v=nwem6MMu5dc&feature=youtu.be)
Section 45 defence video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
app=desktop&v=7QQES9sUDeY&feature=youtu.be)

National Crime Agency: Intelligence Assessment – County Lines Drugs Supply, Vulnerability and
Harm (https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/257-county-lines-drug-supply-vulnerability-
and-harm-2018/file) (2018)

Not in Our Community: Alfie’s Story (https://notinourcommunity.org/real_stories/film-lesson-alfies-story/)

Ofsted: Protecting children from criminal exploitation, human trafficking and modern slavery: an
addendum (https://mk0safeguardingmluiv.kinstacdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/02/Protecting_children_from_criminal_exploitation_human_trafficking_modern_slavery_ad
dendum_141118.pdf) (2018)

Public Health England:

A whole-system multi-agency approach to serious violence prevention: A resource for local
system leaders in England (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-serious-violence-a-
multi-agency-approach) (2019)
Collaborative approaches to preventing offending and re-offending in children (CAPRICORN)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828228/
CAPRICORN_resource.pdf) (2019)

The Children’s Society:

Criminal Exploitation: Stages of Recruitment (https://mk0safeguardingmluiv.kinstacdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/01/CCE-Stages-of-recruitment.pdf) (2018)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/794554/6.5120_Child_exploitation_disruption_toolkit.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/819840/analysis-of-indicators-of-serious-violence-horr110.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/modern-slavery
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/863323/HOCountyLinesGuidance_-_Sept2018.pdf
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/both-sides-of-the-coin-county-lines/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-at-risk-from-criminal-exploitation
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https://mk0safeguardingmluiv.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Protecting_children_from_criminal_exploitation_human_trafficking_modern_slavery_addendum_141118.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-serious-violence-a-multi-agency-approach
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828228/CAPRICORN_resource.pdf
https://mk0safeguardingmluiv.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CCE-Stages-of-recruitment.pdf
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Children & Young People Trafficked for the Purpose of Criminal Exploitation in Relation to
County Lines: A Toolkit for Professionals (https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsepoliceandprevention.org.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FExploitation%2520
Toolkit.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CGillian.Turner%40phe.gov.uk%7C9e3f4790fd104966732808d8b7c2f3d9%
7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637461395647866180%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
bGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sd
ata=XuhadHr5QYKK%2BBfcyAyhEdiCY4Tfz50dgTd7LL3OviY%3D&reserved=0) (2018)

UNICEF: The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-
do/un-convention-child-rights/) (1989)

Examples of good practice

NHS England: Recognising & acting on signs of ‘County Lines’ child exploitation: A case study
(https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/recognising-acting-on-signs-of-county-lines.pdf)
(2018)

Rescue and Response County Lines Project
(https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/rescue_and_response_county_lines_project_strategic_assessment
_2019.pdf): strategic assessment (2019)

St Giles Trust:

Evaluation of County Lines (https://www.stgilestrust.org.uk/storage/web/source/en-US/our-
impact/evaluations-into-our-work/work-with-young-people/evaluation-into-the-kent-county-lines-pilot-
project/county-lines-demonstration-pilot-evaluation-report-may-2018-
designed/pdf_County%20Lines%20Demonstration%20Pilot%20-
%20Evaluation%20Report%20May%202018%20designed%20%281%29.pdf) – Pilot Project (2018)
Evaluation of County Lines (https://www.stgilestrust.org.uk/storage/web/source/en-US/our-
impact/evaluations-into-our-work/work-with-young-people/work-with-young-people/kent-county-lines-
update-report-jan-2019-final-
designed/pdf_Kent%20County%20Lines%20Update%20Report%20Jan%202019%20final%20designed.pd
f) – Pilot Project update report (2019)
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